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TNS opinion - Pascal Chelala, Managing Director

Members of the European Parliament and public opinion – out of touch?



2

End of January 2003, the Europeans are 
unanimous against the war in Irak

Source: Survey TNS opinion published 29/01/2003
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At the same time, eight European leaders 
in general support of the U.S. 
administration's view on Iraq…

Source: BBC 30/01/2003
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…clearly against the views of their fellow-
citizens

Source: Survey TNS opinion published 29/01/2003
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In line with the previous one: cleavage 
between European citizens and their MEP’s
on the leadership of the US in world affairs

Source: Survey TNS opinion for the GMF published 
September 2007
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Same pattern about Afghanistan
Source: Survey TNS opinion for the GMF published 
September 2007
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Polls and especially the Eurobarometer: a 
tool to reduce this gap in understanding 
citizens’ opinions

Jacques-René Rabier: 

“The aim of information policy is not to please everybody 
but to know to whom we are talking, what we are talking 

about and how we talk about it.

Too often we are afraid to tackle the problems raised by 
people; but to know what they are thinking of you have to 

ask them, you have to conduct opinion polls ”
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grazie mille!

thank you!
vielen Dank!

tack!
merci!

bedankt!
muchas gracias!

kiitos!


