PRESS RELEASE Brussels, 2 Oct. 2006

All you ever wanted to know about REACH... but
were afraid to ask.

EurActiv presents a Special Week on the EU’s chemical legislation package.

One of the most controversial pieces of EU legislation in recent years will be
voted on in the environment committee of the European Parliament on 10
October 2006.

When the REACH package on the registration and testing of chemicals went
through its first reading in Parliament last year it attracted unprecedented
interest from consumer groups, the chemical industry and downstream users.

The second crucial reading is set to concentrate on key issues such as the
substitution of dangerous chemicals with less harmful ones; the health debate
and consumer confidence. The final plenary vote is expected in November, but
much is likely to be decided in the October vote.

Beginning on 2 October, EurActiv will run a Special Week of REACH coverage.
The main components will be:

= Recapping the history of REACH ;

= an interview with the EP rapporteur on REACH, Guido Sacconi;
= consumer confidence in chemicals;

= the impact of REACH on SME’s;

= intellectual property right issues, and;

= health and safety issues.

EurActiv will be available for comment:

Editor-in-chief Willy de Backer tel: +32 (2) 7883664
Environment coordinator Frederic Simon: tel: +32 (2) 7883678
Publisher Christophe Leclercq tel: +32 (2) 2265813

Note to the editor:

EurActiv.com is the independent portal on EU Affairs. With more than 1,5 million page views per
month and over 300,000 unique visitors (CIM certified figures — May 06), the portal is an important
working instrument for the majority of EU Actors (institutions, industry federations, NGO's, think tanks,
the press and others) involved in defining or influencing EU policies.

EurActiv's CrossLingual network is sponsored by Total, Visa Europe, Shell

General sponsors of EurActiv's portal are: Cefic, Honeywell, Microsoft, DuPont, ExxonMobil and
Manpower

Section sponsors of EurActiv include: ACE, Kellen Europe, DOW, Nike, Pfizer and RAG.




EurActiv also has 60 “content partners” (NGOs & think tanks) as well as ca. 500 “contributors”,
providing their policy positions for free publication, up to the editorial team. Input welcome:
editor@euractiv.com.
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