
     

 

                                                     PRESS RELEASE                 Brussels, 8 July 2008 
 

EurActiv goes local:  
 Portals discuss the payment services directive at national level 

 
EurActiv special coverage in Bulgaria, France, Germany, Poland and Romania   

 
By January 2010, the Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA) is set to create a zone in which all crossborder payments for both 
consumers and business will be treated as domestic.  
 

To achieve this, the European Payment Services Directive (PSD) will have to be fully implemented by EU countries, 
necessitating significant changes to national banking systems, which will facilitate the non-cash economy.  
 

Thanks to support from Visa Europe, EurActiv’s network portals in Bulgaria, France, Germany, Poland and Romania have 
set out to cover the implementation process in their countries. They will stimulate debates among national stakeholders and 
explain what is at stake:  

- What are the major implementation challenges ahead? 
- Is implementation on track?  
- How will consumers benefit? 

 
Internal Market Commissioner Charlie McCreevy told EurActiv: “Overall, the Single European Payments Area (SEPA) 
will increase the competitiveness of European business and the financial sector, as well as bring about the integration of 
payments markets in the EU. 123 billion euros in the next six years. These are the expected benefits of SEPA according to a 
study carried out by Cap Gemini for the Commission. To be able to develop and launch SEPA products, industry needs a 
sound legal platform. The Payments Services Directive provides that legal foundation and its adoption was a decisive 
milestone towards making SEPA a reality. Member states need to implement the PSD rapidly, consistently and faithfully if 
SEPA is to become the world-class payment system that Europe's citizens and businesses deserve”.
 

The CEO & President of Visa Europe Peter Ayliffe said: "Visa Europe welcomes EurActiv's efforts to raise awareness of the 
Payment Services Directive and to ensure that national stakeholders have all the information they need to get to grips with 
how this new legislation will affect payments in their countries. Accelerating the transition from cash to more efficient 
electronic payments benefits everyone. For example, for approximately every 1% increase in electronic payments, the 
European economy saves around € 800m a year. We strongly support the Commission's SEPA vision and believe in a larger, 
more efficient, more competitive single market for payments in Europe." 
 
Building on the success of the Fondation EurActiv workshops in Brussels, EurActiv will also organise stakeholder workshops 
on the PSD including NGOs, industry, governments and parliaments. The first workshop will take place in Paris on 18 
September 2008, followed by a workshop in Bucharest on 7 October 2008.  
 
To view the local coverage, go to: 
 
 English / general dossier published on EurActiv.com : Payment Services Directive: The end of the cash era?  
- France: Vers une harmonisation des services de paiement dans l’Union européenne 
- Germany: Umsetzung der EU-Zahlungsdiensterichtlinie: Auf dem Weg in eine bargeldlose Zukunft?  
- Poland: Dyrektywa w sprawie usług płatniczych (PSD): Koniec ery gotówki? 
- Romania : Zona unica de plati – in curand si pentru cardul tau  
- Bulgaria : Директивата за платежните услуги: много възможности, но как ще бъде приложена?  
 
 
You can also go to our press releases in Bulgarian, French, German, Polish and Romanian  
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http://www.euractiv.fr/euro-finance/dossier/vers-harmonisation-services-paiement-union-europeenne-000055
http://www.euractiv.com/de/finanzdienstleistungen/richtlinie-zahlungsdienste-ende-bargeldes/article-172073
http://www.euractiv.pl/gospodarka/spis_linie/dyrektywa-w-sprawie-usug-patniczych-psd-koniec-ery-gotowki
http://www.euractiv.ro/uniunea-europeana/articles|displayArticle/articleID_13829/Dosar-Zona-unica-de-plati-in-curand-si-pentru-cardul-tau.html
http://evropa.dnevnik.bg/show/?storyid=494316
http://www.euractiv.com/ndbtext/PDSCooperation/BG_EurActiv_PR_PSD.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/ndbtext/PDSCooperation/FR_EurActiv_PR_PSD.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/ndbtext/PDSCooperation/DE_EurActiv_PR_PSD.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/ndbtext/PDSCooperation/PL_EurActiv_PR_PSD.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/ndbtext/PDSCooperation/RO_EurActiv_PR_PSD.pdf


Media contacts:  
Kristina Weich Hondrila, Public Affairs Director, phone: +32 (0)2 226 58 17, publicaffairs@euractiv.com  
Stéphanie Rhomberg, Network & Language Manager, phone: +32 (0)2 788 36 88, networkmanager@euractiv.com  
Francesco Guarascio, Journalist Financial Services, phone: +32 (0)2 226 58 15, financial@euractiv.com  
 

Note to the editor:  
 
EurActiv.com is the independent portal on EU Affairs. With more than 215,000 unique monthly visitors (CIM certified figures – 
November 2007) and 505,000 unique visitors to the cross-lingual network and Blogactiv (CIM certified figures – November 
2007), the portal is an important working instrument for the majority of EU Actors (institutions, industry federations, NGOs, 
think tanks, the press and others) involved in defining or influencing EU policies. 
  
EurActiv's CrossLingual network is sponsored by Visa Europe, Shell International and Total. 
 
General sponsors of www.EurActiv.com are: CEFIC, Honeywell, Microsoft, DuPont, ExxonMobil, Oracle, TNS, ENEL, INRIA 
and Véolia Environnement. 
 
Section sponsors of EurActiv are: Air France/FNAM, Dow, Kellen Europe, La Poste, Leonardo Energy, Nike, Powernext, 
SABMiller, UITP, Employment Week and IBM. 
 
Further supporters include: Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie and McKinsey & Company. 
 
EurActiv also has 60 “content partners” (NGOs & think tanks) as well as ca. 500 “contributors”, providing their policy positions 
for free publication, up to the editorial team. Input welcome:  
editor@euractiv.com.  
 
EurActiv content extracts can be re-used freely by other media, subject to clear attribution, and copy sent to 
content@euractiv.com. 
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