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The ratification of the Lisbon Treaty and the 
new EU ‘2020 Strategy’ set a new scene in 
European politics and policymaking, which will 
particularly impact regions and local authorities: 
 
The concept of subsidiarity is now enshrined in the 
institutional arrangements, giving national and 
sub-national authorities a stronger voice on EU 
legislation – a decisive step towards multi-level 
governance (MLG); 
 
The 2020 Strategy creates momentum for a major 
role of regions in the overall strategy for 
sustainable economic growth, including innovation 
policy, fighting exclusion and green growth. 
 
Meanwhile, the long-term direction taken by 
regional policy will be fundamentally determined 
by decisions made this year in the European 
Council – whose meetings will be chaired by two 
countries, Spain and Belgium, where political 
powers are highly devolved to regions. 
 

� How will the EU’s role in regional policy 
evolve? 

� Will regions take responsibility for 
enforcing subsidiarity? 

� Which smart financing measures should be 
made available to unlock the regions’ 
potential? 

� How can the debate on EU regional policy 
be raised and better communicated at 
national level? 

 

Fondation EurActiv is glad to invite you to a round 
table debate to explore answers to these 
questions. 

 
Contributors include: 
• Prof. Danuta HÜBNER, MEP, Chair of the 

Committee on Regional Development  

• Katarína MATHERNOVÁ, Deputy Director 
General, DG REGIO 

• Flo CLUCAS, Member, Committee of the 
Regions 

• Olivier DEBANDE, European Investment Bank 

• Pascal GOERGEN, Diplomatic Representative of 

the Brussels-Capital Region to the EU 

• Heinz KOLLER, Deputy Head of the Bavarian 

Representation to the EU 

 
Moderator:  

Julian OLIVER, Secretary General, Fondation 
EurActiv 

 

Chair:  
Rick ZEDNÍK, CEO, EurActiv.com 

 

Programme: 
 
12.00 – 12.30: Lunch and Networking 
12.30 – 13.45: Impulse statements and open 
debate  
13.45 – 14.00: Conclusions 

 
To register, please send an email with your 
name, organisation and title to:  
corporatesupport@euractiv.com 

 


