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Contribution on Nutrient Profiles in view of the plenary vote on Food Information to Consumers
May 2010

March 16th the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee of the European Parliament voted on amendments to the European Commission proposal for a Regulation on the Provision of Food Information to Consumers (COM (2008) 40). Among those amendments approved during this vote was amendment 191 deleting the requirement for the establishment of ‘Nutrient Profiles’ found in article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 on Nutrition and Health Claims Made on Food. 
In our opinion this amendment severely risks undermining legal certainty for food and drink companies in Europe by creating a legal vacuum that will eventually be damaging for the whole industry. Indeed the current lack of progress in the establishment of nutrient profiles has meant that for the past four years companies like ours have been severely hindered in the planning of our R&D, product reformulation efforts and marketing strategies. Moreover, the absence of nutrient profiles undermines the provision of proper information on product benefits to consumers. The question is even more salient at present, as nutrient profiling systems are being developed elsewhere in the world, for example, the USA, as well as being discussed within the World Health Organization. 

While it is recognized that the concept of nutrient profiles may pose a variety of challenges given their intent is to distinguish between products that may carry claims and those that may not, we believe many of these difficulties can be addressed by adhering to a number of key principles – namely that the profiles should: 

· be based on scientific evidence and reflect internationally accepted dietary guidelines, while taking into account local and regional dietary habits and food guidelines;
· apply to all categories of foods, yet take into account product-specific requirements and contributions to the diet without compromising on credibility or scientific rigour;
· encourage innovation, optimisation and reformulation of all categories food products; and
· focus on the internationally recognised nutrients of public health concern, ie, saturated and trans fats, sugar and sodium, and consider positive nutrients in the broader context of encouraging healthier dietary patterns. 

It would be a missed opportunity for the EU not to take the lead in developing nutrient profiles at this time, on the basis of its substantial experience and expertise in this field. Through an inclusive process and following the four principles mentioned above it is our opinion that the EU should retain article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 on Nutrition and Health Claims Made on Food and promptly proceed with the development of nutrient profiles. 

Unilever therefore asks the European Parliament to reject amendment 191 of the ENVI report on food information to consumers. 
