
The Covid-19 pandemic has shaken the world in the last few weeks and will continue to do so for some time to come. 
The European Union has proven its ability to join forces for kick-starting a Coronavirus global response and “this is 
exactly the kind of leadership the world needs today” said UN Secretary-General António Guterres during the EU-
hosted pledging conference on May 4th 2020. 

Major stakeholders of the EU Space Programmes wish to express their unfailing and firm support to the European 
Council and to explain how they can contribute to the “Roadmap for Recovery, towards a more resilient, sustainable 
and fair Europe”. For years, EU Space Communities have been demonstrating a spirit of cooperation and sound 
commitments for a stronger Europe. During this critical period, the European Union can count on EU SPACE men and 
women, who are used to being in the forefront of economical innovation and societal transformation in many fields, 
for making the difference.

A United EU SPACE for a more resilient,  
sustainable and fair Europe 
A joint letter from EU Space Programme stakeholders to the European Institutions

EU SPACE FOR A GREEN TRANSITION  
AND A DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION:

For a few years, Earth positioning and Earth Monitoring 
from Space have been playing a central role in modernising 
the European economy, by powering both the Green 
Deal and the Digital Economy. Space is  a fundamental 
horizontal tool for all European policy priorities and 
indispensable for modernizing public policies and services 
at all levels: from the European to regional and local level. 
Yet Galileo EU’s satellite navigation system reaches 1 
billion smartphone users whilst Copernicus, the largest 
single Earth observation programme in the world delivers 
daily hundreds of Terabytes to hundreds of thousands of 
users. Being an innovative public infrastructure accessible 
to all Europeans, Copernicus and Galileo ensure every 
day: 

•  a strategic autonomy to the EU 
•  unrivalled support to the decarbonisation of our society, 

through optimized circulation of cars, ships, aircraft; 
shorter and safer commercial routes, including through 
the Arctic; sustainable and resilient agriculture) and to 
sustainable use of natural resources and preservation of 
biodiversity

•  a leading position in big data and cloud technologies 
enabling the development of forward-thinking 
applications and innovations.

EU SPACE, AN INVESTMENT  
FOR THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Through a sophisticated and intertwined set of 
procurements, EU SPACE covers a full value chain from 
observation to end-users. The Upstream and Midstream 
ecosystems are made of stakeholders, ranging from space 
agencies, industrial companies, environmental agencies, 
national meteorology services, forecast agencies, marine 

and maritime operators, urban planners, agriculture 
agencies and a blossoming digital service industry. 
They deliver space-borne and InSitu core data, real-time  
observations, numerical forecasts, maps, scenarios and 
indicators to a huge number of downstream users, who 
are providers of commercial and public Value Added 
Services, processing raw data into exploitable information 
for end-users. 

The true impact and growth are felt downstream 
where different public and private user-communities 
contribute to transforming space based data information 
into sustainable solutions for Water quality, Energy, 
Agriculture, Tourism, Transport, Climate change, 
Biodiversity preservation. The downstream sector links 
the benefits of space with businesses, the public sector 
and society. Making the right investments and monitoring 
their impacts requires coupling economic indicators to 
earth system knowledge. 

One euro invested in the Space programme provides a 
return of investment of 3 for the economy. The European 
space sector is highly competitive on the world market, 
positively contributing to Europe’s trade balance and 
representing a competitive advantage of strategic 
importance. Galileo and Copernicus are key to maintain its 
competitive advantage against other players benefitting 
from captive national markets. 

The billions of users of Europe’s Space Infrastructures 
expect this massive investment effort into technologies 
and services to be sustained. The Member states of the 
European Space Agency have signaled their appraisal 
of the strategic nature of Space by allocating more than 
€14 Bn to ESA Research and Development programmes. 
This effort must be matched by a robust budget for 
exploiting, maintaining and improving the operational 
public infrastructures and services provided by the EU 
space programme.
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The European Space Agency (ESA) 
is Europe’s gateway to space. It is 
entrusted by the EU with the design, 
development, and construction of 
the Copernicus space infrastructure, 
including operation of that infrastructure 
with EUMETSAT, and for Galileo and 
EGNOS, with systems evolution, design 
and development of satellites and parts 
of the ground segment.

NEREUS, a network of European 
regions serves as an advocate for 
concerns of regions and their citizens, 
voicing the regional dimension of 
European space policies and programs 
at a political level. Striving to be a key 
source of information on matters 
related to space uses at the regional 
level, NEREUS aims at increasing the 
awareness and understanding of space 
solutions for all public users.

The European Organisation for 
the Exploitation of Meteorological 
Satellites (EUMETSAT) has been 
entrusted by the European Union to 
exploit the four Sentinel missions of the 
Copernicus space component dedicated 
to the monitoring of atmosphere, ocean 
and climate on its behalf. EUMETSAT 
carries out these tasks in cooperation 
with ESA and already exploits the 
Sentinel-3 marine mission.

The European Environment Agency 
(EEA) provides sound, independent 
information on the environment 
for those involved in developing, 
adopt ing,  implement ing and 
evaluating environmental policy, and 
also the general public. The agency 
has been entrusted by the EU with 
the coordination of the Copernicus 
Land Monitoring Service (CLMS) and 
the Copernicus In Situ Component.

Mercator Ocean International is a 
worldwide leading organisation for 
ocean modelling and forecasting 
providing ocean science-based services 
of general interest focused on the 
conservation and the sustainable use of 
the oceans, seas and marine resources. 
Mercator Ocean International has been 
entrusted by the European Union to 
implement and operate the Copernicus 
Marine Environment Monitoring Service 
(CMEMS).

The European Centre for Medium-
Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) 
is both a research institute and a 
24/7 operational service, producing 
global numerical weather predictions 
and other data for their Member, Co-
operating States and the broader 
community.  Entrusted by the EU, 
ECMWF is operating the Copernicus 
Atmosphere Monitoring Service 
(CAMS) and the Copernicus Climate 
Change Service (C3S).

The European Maritime Safety Agency 
(EMSA) is a European Union agency 
charged with reducing the risk of 
maritime accidents, marine pollution 
from ships and the loss of human 
lives at sea by helping to enforce the 
pertinent EU legislation. EMSA has 
been entrusted by the EU to implement 
and operate the Copernicus Maritime 
Surveillance Service.

Eurospace is the trade association 
of the European Space Industry. 
Eurospace member companies today 
represent 90% of the total turnover 
of the European Space Industry. 
Eurospace fosters the development 
of space activities in Europe and 
promotes a better understanding 
of space industry related issues and 
problems.

The European Association of Remote 
Sensing Companies (EARSC) 
represents the Earth Observation 
geo-information services sector in 
Europe with today over 120 members 
coming from 24 countries covering 
the full EO services value chain 
including commercial operators 
of EO satellites, resellers of data, 
value-adding companies, geospatial 
information suppliers, consultancies 
and system/software providers.   
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