
  
         30 June 2020 

Brussels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr President, 
Dear David, 
 
Recently an audio recording of a man whose voice sounds very much like the voice of the 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov emerged and was reported on by the media, 
including some international media such as the Guardian, Euractiv, the Independent, etc. In 
this recording, the voice threatens to do all that is necessary to ‘burn’ one of the Members of 
the European Parliament, Elena Yoncheva.  
 
At this stage the authenticity of the recording has been neither confirmed, nor denied by the 
Bulgarian Prime Minister. Instead of investigating the exact scope and the nature of the threat 
of ‘burning’ a leading politician from the opposition, the only discussion initiated by the 
Bulgarian authorities so far has been about the legality of the recording. 
 
Such reaction from the Bulgarian authorities is highly regretful. Especially when taking into 
account that Bulgaria  is, according to Transparency International, the country with the 
highest level of corruption in the European Union, and Ms Yoncheva, also a former journalist, 
has since a long time been actively engaged in the fight against it, in particular in a campaign 
to expose corruption at the highest government levels.  
 
Normally, a Prime Minister of an EU Member State would welcome any effort to fight and 
expose corruption in their country. In a democracy, the Prime Minister and the government 
are also supposed to ensure the safety of public figures and politicians. Something is therefore 
very wrong when Mr Borissov does not insist on a thorough and independent investigation 
into this audio recording. Further, by joking inappropriately that there was no such thing as 
bad publicity, he seeks to minimise it and seem to be of the opinion that there does not need 
to be any formal consequences for threats against  a Member of the European Parliament.  
 
Such threats not only cause fear and distress for her personally, but also seriously threaten 
and undermine the independence and integrity of this institution and can under no 
circumstances be tolerated.  
 
I therefore call on you to urgently send a letter to the Bulgarian Prime Minister, calling for an 
immediate, thorough and independent investigation into this audio recording covering not 
only the legality but also the authenticity of the recording, making use of all possible 
resources, including the support and cooperation of Europol, as well as stressing that any 



action to intimidate journalists and Members of the European Parliament are completely 
unacceptable and must cease immediately. 
 
Finally, threats against journalists are sadly not uncommon in Bulgaria, and Reporters Without 
Borders have deemed the country as having the lowest standards of press freedom in Europe. 
This cannot go on, and it goes without saying that we cannot allow journalists to be 
threatened in such an institutional and systematic manner as is currently the case. I would 
therefore also welcome further action at political level on this as well as on the fight against 
corruption in Bulgaria, for which the European Union needs to act as a whole, and through all 
its relevant institutions and authorities. 
 
In the moment when the European Parliament pushes for ambitious and determined actions 
in safeguarding democracy and rule of law, we must set an example by showing zero tolerance 
to every government that violates basic European values and principles allowing directly or 
indirectly Members of European Parliament and opposition leaders to feel threaten by the 
government. 
 
I fully trust on your support on this and thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Iratxe García Pérez 
President - Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament 
 
 


