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Brussels, 7 September 2020 

Dear Chair of the ECON Committee, 

Dear Ms Tinagli,  

I am writing to you in my capacity of Vice-Chair of the ECON committee and outgoing 

Rapporteur for the Annual Competition Policy report with regard to the current developments 

on competition policy in the digital economy.  

Last month, the US House of Representatives held a hearing with CEOs of Google, Amazon, 

Facebook and Apple. During this hearing, US parliamentarians questioned GAFA CEOs on 

their anti-competitive practices. At the same time, discussions have been underway at the 

OECD for 3 years on the possibility to create a digital tax to ensure that all companies pay their 

fair share of tax in an increasingly digital world with no concrete outcome yet. 

Given the latest developments and as we are evolving in fast-moving digital markets, I suggest 

to organise a formal public hearing with CEOs of GAFA at the European Parliament to discuss 

these topics. This hearing could take place within the framework of the ECON committee as a 

joint hearing with the sub-committee FISC. It would be the occasion for MEPs to address these 

issues of upmost importance for European consumers and companies.  

I strongly believe that it could provide us with a valuable insight into how to address 

competition challenges in the digital economy. GAFA CEOs never attended a hearing with 

Members of the European Parliament whereas we represent almost 500 millions of consumers, 

who happen to be a large part of GAFA’s customers.  

I hope you will carefully assess my request and send a formal invitation to the GAFA CEOs as 

soon as the European Parliament re-opens to public.  

Yours,  
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