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The European Union Cybercrime Task Force (EUCTF), formed by the Heads of 

the National Cybercrime Units, is aware of the current legislative proposal 

regarding an Interim Regulation to provide a Temporary Derogation from the 

impact of the European Electronic Communications Code and the e-Privacy 

Directive when they come into effect on the 20th of December 2020. 

The EUCTF welcomes this proposal, as such a derogation shall continue to 

allow on-line service providers to carry out an essential function in the fight 

against child sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse online. Over the last 

number of years, the US National Centre for Missing and Exploited Children 

(NCMEC) and the Canadian National Child Exploitation Coordination Centre 

(NCECC) have made an important contribution through the provision of 

information on the distribution of child sexual abuse material (CSAM) and 

child sexual abuse online such as grooming. The ability for NCMEC and the 

NCECC to provide law enforcement with such information is only possible 

through the proactive work carried out by on-line service providers to detect 

child sexual abuse online on their platforms. Such information has often been 

the foundational element to start investigations, which in turn have become 

a significant part of the work carried out by investigators in each of the 

European Agencies that are part of the EUCTF. 
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